
Table 161.12(c)—
V
TS and V

M
RS Centers, Call Signs/M

M
SI, D

esignated Frequencies, and M
onitoring A

reas 
 

C
enter 

−M
M

SI 1  
   C

all Sign  

D
esignated frequency 

(C
hannel D

esignation) 
—

purpose
2 

M
onitoring area

3,4 

B
erw

ick B
ay 

—
03669950 

 
 

   B
erw

ick Traffic  
156.550 M

H
z (C

h. 11) 
The w

aters south of 29°45' N
., w

est of 91°10' W
., north of 29°37' N

., and east of 91°18' W
. 

B
uzzards B

ay 

   B
uzzards B

ay 
C

ontrol 5 
156.600 M

H
z (C

h. 12) 

The w
aters east and north of a line draw

n from
 the southern tangent of Sakonnet Point, R

hode Island, in approxim
ate position latitude 41°27.2' N

, longitude 70°11.7' W
, to 

the Buzzards Bay Entrance Light in approxim
ate position latitude 41°23.5' N

, longitude 71°02.0' W
, and then to the southw

estern tangent of C
uttyhunk Island, 

M
assachusetts, at approxim

ate position latitude 41°24.6' N
, longitude 70°57.0' W

, and including all of the C
ape C

od C
anal to its eastern entrance, except that the area of 

N
ew

 Bedford harbor w
ithin the confines (north of) the hurricane barrier, and the passages through the Elizabeth Islands, is not considered to be “Buzzards Bay”. 

H
ouston-G

alveston 
—

003669954 
 

The navigable w
aters north of 29° N

., w
est of 94°20' W

., south of 29°49' N
., and east of 95°20' W

. 

   H
ouston Traffic  

156.550 M
H

z (C
h. 11) 

156.250 M
hz (C

h. 5A) 
—

For Sailing Plans only 
The navigable w

aters north of a line extending due w
est from

 the southern m
ost end of Exxon D

ock #1 (20°43.37' N
., 95°01.27' W

.). 

   H
ouston Traffic  

156.600 M
H

z (C
h. 12) 

156.250 M
hz (C

h. 5A) 
—

For Sailing Plans only 
The navigable w

aters south of a line extending due w
est from

 the southern m
ost end of Exxon D

ock #1 (29°43.37' N
., 95°01.27' W

.) 

Los Angeles/Long 
B

each 
 

 
   S

an P
edro Traffic  

156.700 M
H

z (C
h.14) 

V
essel M

ovem
ent R

eporting S
ystem

 A
rea: The navigable w

aters w
ithin a 25 nautical m

ile radius of Point Ferm
in Light (33°42.3' N

., 118°17.6' W
.). 

Louisville 

   Louisville Traffic  
156.650 M

H
z (C

h. 13) 
The w

aters of the O
hio R

iver betw
een M

cA
lpine Locks (M

ile 606) and Tw
elve M

ile Island (M
ile 593), only w

hen the M
cA

lpine upper pool gauge is at approxim
ately 13.0 

feet or above. 
Low

er M
ississippi R

ive
—

0036699952 
 

 

   N
ew

 O
rleans Traffic 

156.700 M
H

z (C
h.141) 

The navigable w
aters of the Low

er M
ississippi R

iver below
 29°55.3′ N

 089°55.6′ W
 (Saxonholm

 Light) at 86.0 m
iles Above H

ead of Passes (AH
P), extending dow

n river to 
Southw

est Pass, and, w
ithin a 12 nautical m

ile radius around 28°54.3′ N
 089°25.7′ W

 (Southw
est Pass Entrance Light at 20.1 m

iles Below
 H

ead of Passes. 

   N
ew

 O
rleans Traffic  

156.600 M
H

z (C
h.12) 

The navigable w
aters of the Low

er M
ississippi R

iver bounded on the north by a line draw
n perpendicular on the river at 29°55′30″ N

 and 090°12′46″ W
 (U

pper Tw
elve M

ile 
Point) at 109.0 m

iles AH
P and on the south by a line draw

n perpendicularly at 29°55.3′ N
 089°55.6′ W

 (Saxonholm
 Light) at 86.0 m

iles AH
P. 

   N
ew

 O
rleans Traffic  

156.600 M
H

z (C
h.05A

) 
The navigable w

aters of the Low
er M

ississippi R
iver below

 30°38.7′ N
 091°17.5′ W

 (Port H
udson Light) at 254.5 m

iles AH
P bounded on the south by a line draw

n 
perpendicular on the river at 29°55′30″ N

 and 090°12′46″ W
 (U

pper Tw
elve M

ile  Point) at 109.0 m
iles AH

P. 
N

ew
 York 

—
003669951 

 
 

   N
ew

 Y
ork Traffic  

156.550 M
H

z (C
h. 11) 

—
For Sailing Plans only 

156.600 M
H

z (C
h. 12) 

—
For vessels at anchor 

The area consists of the navigable w
aters of the Low

er N
ew

 York Bay bounded on the east by a line draw
n from

 N
orton Point to Breezy Point; on the south by a line 

connecting the entrance buoys at the Am
brose C

hannel, Sw
ash C

hannel, and Sandy H
ook C

hannel to Sandy H
ook Point; and on the southeast including the w

aters of 
Sandy H

ook Bay south to a line draw
n at latitude 40°25' N

; then w
est in the R

aritan Bay to the R
aritan R

iver R
ailroad Bridge, then north into w

aters of the Arthur Kill and 
N

ew
ark Bay to the Lehigh Valley D

raw
 Bridge at latitude 40°41.9’ N

; and then east including the w
aters of the Kill Van Kull and the U

pper N
ew

 York Bay north to a line 
draw

n east-w
est from

 the H
olland Tunnel ventilator shaft at latitude 40°43.7’ N

, longitude 74°01.6' W
, in the H

udson R
iver; and then continuing east including the w

aters of 
the East R

iver to the Throgs N
eck Bridge, excluding the H

arlem
 R

iver. 

   N
ew

 Y
ork Traffic  

156.700 M
H

z (C
h. 14) 

The navigable w
aters of the Low

er N
ew

 York Bay w
est of a line draw

n from
 N

orton Point to Breezy Point; and north of a line connecting the entrance buoys of Am
brose 

C
hannel, Sw

ash C
hannel, and Sandy H

ook C
hannel, to Sandy H

ook Point; on the southeast including the w
aters of the Sandy H

ook Bay south to a line draw
n at latitude 

40°25' N
; then w

est into the w
aters of R

aritan Bay East R
each to a line draw

n from
 G

reat Kills Light south through R
aritan Bay East R

each LG
B #14 to C

om
fort PT, N

J; 
then north including the w

aters of the U
pper N

ew
 York Bay south of 40°42.40' N

 (Brooklyn Bridge) and 40°43.70' N
 (H

olland Tunnel Ventilator Shaft); w
est through the 

KVK into the Arthur Kill north of 40°38.25' N
 (Arthur Kill R

ailroad Bridge); then north into the w
aters of the N

ew
ark Bay, south of 40°41.95' N

 (Lehigh Valley D
raw

 Bridge). 

   N
ew

 Y
ork Traffic  

156.600 M
H

z (C
h. 12) 

The navigable w
aters of the R

aritan Bay south to a line draw
n at latitude 40°26' N

; then w
est of a line draw

n from
 G

reat Kills Light south through the R
aritan Bay East 

R
each LG

B #14 to Point C
om

fort, N
J; then w

est to the R
aritan R

iver R
ailroad Bridge; and north including the w

aters of the Arthur Kill to 40°28.25' N
 (Arthur Kill R

ailroad 
Bridge); including the w

aters of the East R
iver north of 40°42.40' N

 (Brooklyn Bridge) to the Throgs N
eck Bridge, excluding the H

arlem
 R

iver. 
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 Port Arthur 6—
003669955 

 
 

   S
abine Traffic  

To be determ
ined 

The navigable w
aters south of 30°10' N

., east of 94°20' W
., w

est of 93°22' W
, and, north of 29° 10' N

. 
Prince W

illiam
 

Sound—
003669958 

 
 

   V
aldez Traffic  

156.650 M
H

z (C
h. 13) 

The navigable w
aters south of 61°05' N

., east of 147°20' W
., north of 60° N

., and w
est of 146°30' W

.; and, all navigable w
aters in Port Valdez. 

Puget Sound
7 

   S
eattle Traffic 

—
003669957 

156.700 M
H

z (C
h. 14) 

The w
aters of Puget Sound, H

ood C
anal and adjacent w

aters south of a line connecting N
odule Point and Bush Point in Adm

iralty Inlet and south of a line draw
n due east 

from
 the southernm

ost tip of Possession Point on W
hidbey Island to the shoreline. 

   S
eattle Traffic 

—
003669957 

156.250 M
H

z (C
h. 5A) 

The w
aters of the Strait of Juan de Fuca east of 124°40' W

. excluding the w
aters in the central portion of the Strait of Juan de Fuca north and east of R

ace R
ocks; the 

navigable w
aters of the Strait of G

eorgia east of 122°52' W
.; the San Juan Island Archipelago, R

osario Strait, Bellingham
 Bay; Adm

iralty Inlet north of a line connecting 
N

odule Point and Bush Point and all w
aters east of W

hidbey Island N
orth of a line draw

n due east from
 the southernm

ost tip of P
ossession Point on W

hidbey Island to the 
shoreline. 

   Tofino Traffic 
—

003160012 
156.725 M

H
z (C

h. 74) 
The w

aters w
est of 124°40' W

. w
ithin 50 nautical m

iles of the coast of Vancouver Island including the w
aters north of 48° N

., and east of 127° W
. 

   V
ictoria Traffic 

—
03160010 

156.550 M
H

z (C
h. 11) 

The w
aters of the Strait of G

eorgia w
est of 122°52' W

., the navigable w
aters of the central Strait of Juan de Fuca north and east of R

ace R
ocks, including the G

ulf Island 
Archipelago, Boundary Pass and H

aro Strait. 
San Francisco 
—

003669956 
 

 

   S
an Francisco 

Traffic  
156.700 M

H
z (C

h. 14) 
The navigable w

aters of the San Francisco O
ffshore Precautionary Area, the navigable w

aters shorew
ard of the San Francisco O

ffshore Precautionary Area east of 
122°42.0' W

. and north of 37°40.0' N
. extending eastw

ard through the G
olden G

ate, and the navigable w
aters of San Francisco Bay and as far east as the port of Stockton 

on the San Joaquin R
iver, as far north as the port of Sacram

ento on the Sacram
ento R

iver. 
   S

an Francisco 
Traffic  

156.600 M
H

z (C
h. 12) 

The navigable w
aters w

ithin a 38 nautical m
ile radius of M

ount Tam
alpais (37°55.8' N

., 122°34.6' W
.) w

est of 122°42.0' W
. and south of 37°40.0' N

 and excluding the San 
Francisco O

ffshore Precautionary Area. 
St. M

arys R
iver 

—
003669953 

 
 

   S
oo Traffic  

156.600 M
H

z (C
h. 12) 

The w
aters of the St. M

arys R
iver betw

een 45°57' N
. (D

e Tour R
eef Light) and 46°38.7' N

. (lle Parisienne Light), except the St. M
arys Falls C

anal and those navigable 
w

aters east of a line from
 46°04.16' N

. and 46°01.57' N
. (La Pointe to Sim

s Point in Potagannissing Bay and W
orsley Bay). 

 N
otes: 

1M
aritim

e M
obile Service Identifier (M

M
S

I) is a unique nine-digit num
ber assigned that identifies ship stations, ship earth stations, coast stations, coast earth stations, and group calls for use by a digital selective calling (D

SC
) radio, an 

IN
M

A
R

S
AT ship earth station or AIS

. AIS requirem
ents are set forth in §§161.21 and 164.46 of this subchapter. The requirem

ents set forth in §§161.21 and 164.46 of this subchapter apply in those areas denoted w
ith a M

M
SI num

ber. 

2In the event of a com
m

unication failure, difficulties or other safety factors, the C
enter m

ay direct or perm
it a user to m

onitor and report on any other designated m
onitoring frequency or the bridge-to-bridge navigational frequency, 156.650 M

H
z 

(C
hannel 13) or 156.375 M

H
z (C

h. 67), to the extent that doing so provides a level of safety beyond that provided by other m
eans. The bridge-to-bridge navigational frequency, 156.650 M

H
z (C

h. 13), is used in certain m
onitoring areas w

here the 
level of reporting does not w

arrant a designated frequency. 

3All geographic coordinates (latitude and longitude) are expressed in N
orth Am

erican D
atum

 of 1983 (N
AD

 83). 

4Som
e m

onitoring areas extend beyond navigable w
aters. Although not required, users are strongly encouraged to m

aintain a listening w
atch on the designated m

onitoring frequency in these areas. O
therw

ise, they are required to m
aintain w

atch 
as stated in 47 C

FR
 80.148. 

5In addition to the vessels denoted in section 161.16 of this chapter, requirem
ents set forth in subpart B of 33 C

FR
 part 161 also apply to any vessel transiting VM

R
S

 Buzzards B
ay required to carry a bridge-to-bridge radiotelephone by part 26 of 

this chapter. 

6U
ntil rules regarding VTS Low

er M
ississippi R

iver and VTS P
ort Arthur are published, vessels are exem

pted of all VTS and VM
R

S requirem
ents set forth in 33 C

FR
 part 161, except those set forth in §§161.21 and 164.46 of this subchapter. 

7A C
ooperative Vessel Traffic Service w

as established by the U
nited States and C

anada w
ithin adjoining w

aters. The appropriate C
enter adm

inisters the rules issued by both nations; how
ever, enforces only its ow

n set of rules w
ithin its 

jurisdiction. N
ote, the bridge-to-bridge navigational frequency, 156.650 M

H
z (C

h. 13), is not so designated in C
anadian w

aters, therefore users are encouraged and perm
itted to m

ake passing arrangem
ents on the designated m

onitoring 
frequencies. 




